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Compromise
at hand, lIT
row end likely

Percentile
Norm May Be
Middle Path

Himanshi Dhawan [ rnw

New Delhi: Amiddleground
that can end the stand-off be-
tween IITs and the govern-
ment over changes in the en-
trance test format to the top
tech schools could be at hand
with the 50% weightage to
class XII board exam scores
being replaced by an eligibil-
ity cut-off at the top 20 or 30
percentile of board results,
The percentile criterion
to appear for the entrance
test along with performance
inthe JEE-Main will be used
to select around 50,000 stu-
dents. Thereafter, their
scores in the advanced test

»2testsinone day, P 14

will be taken into account to
prepare a merit list for ad-
mission toIITs,

The proposal was dis
cussed at a Joint Admission
Board (JAB) meeting on Sat-
urday, The board includes all
IIT directors and JEE chair-
men, and is seen as a precur-
sortothellT Councilmeeting
on June 27. The much-criti-
cized decision for a common
entrance test (CET) for all
central engineering colleges
was taken by the council.

If accepted and endorsed
by the IIT Couneil, the new
proposal will bring to an end
the month-long controversy
over the CET for central en-
gineering institutions and
ensure that students need to
take only one test. The IITs’
complaint that their autono-
my was being eroded would
altobe addressed.

The specially convened
council meeting took place
after the senates of Kanpur
and Delhi IITs declared that
they would hold their own
tests, rejecting the CET deci-
sion as academically un-

Sibal pins hope on

IIT Council meet
D espite [IT Delhi and Kan-
purrejecting the proposed
common entrance testand
declaring their own exams for
nextyear, HRD minister Kapil
Sibalis hoping for a resolution
inthe lIT Council's June 27
meeting. “Maharashtra, Guja-
ratand Haryana have agreed

- tobring alltheir state-run

engineering colleges under
theumbrella of CET. So, we
hope the T Council would
take into accountthe concern
of students,” Sibal told TOI,
The main testand the
advanced question papers
would be framed by the IITs, s0
therewas no question of
compromising the identity of
theinstitutes, he said. P9

sound. There are strong rea-
sons to believe senates of IIT
Bombay and IIT Kharagpur
arelikely to follow suit,

The new alternative dis-
cussed by T directors met
with near unanimity since it
addresses the IIT Council
and the HRD ministry’s con-
cerns about giving primacy
totheschoolsystem. Sources
said that the new formula
has been informally dis-
cussed by various senates
who appeartobe onboard.

The HRD minister-led IT
Couneil had announced on
May 28 that the entrance for
IITs would be based on a hew
formatreplacing the60% cut-
off for school marks, with a
50.50 weightage for the class
XII score and JEE Main. The
merit list for IITs was to be
based on the test. The formu-
la for centrally funded engi-
neering institutions, includ-
ing NITs and IIITs, was 40%
weightage to class XII score
and 30% weightage each for
JEEMainand Advanced.

The JAB deliberations
come on the back of HRD
minister Kapil Sibal’s state-
ment that he was willing to
look at any solution that the
IITs come up with.
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Sibal hopes IIT
council meet will
resolve CET row

bhananjay Mahapatra | nw

New Delhi: The Delhi and
Kanpur IITs may have
moved away from the pro-
posedcommon entrance test
(CET) for the IITs, NITs and
IIITs, but HRD minister Ka-
pil Sibal is pinning hopes on
the June 27 meeting of the
IIT council to end the raging
controversy.

The proposed CET for ad-
missions to engineering
courses to centrally funded
institutions will give amini-
mum 40% weightage to per-

- formance of a Class XII stu-

dent. ForadmissionstoNITs

‘and ITITs, her/his class XII

marks and performance in
the main test would be taken
intoaccount,

ForadmissiontolITs, the
performance in the ad-
vanced test would be taken
into account in addition to
the combined grade in aca-
demics'and main test. Given
the variation of marking in
different school examin-
ation boards, the Indian Sta-
tistical Institute (ISI) has de-
vised an  equalization
formula that would deny ad-
vantage to students, who
scoreheavily in Class XII ex-
amination under liberal
boards.

The CET’s aim is to re-
duce the number of examin-
ations a student has to take
for fulfilling h/his dream to
become an engineer, Sibal
said. “The ultimate goalisto
make the CET the only en-
trance examination for the
engineering colleges in the
entire country This would
helpeliminatecapitationfee
as all colleges would draw
students from a single merit

CONFIDENT OF SUCCESS

list,” the HRD minister said.

“Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Haryana have agreed to
bring all their state-run en-
gineeringcollegesunder the
umbrella of CET So, we
hope the IIT Council in its
June 27 meeting would take
into account the concern of
thestudents and comestoan
appropriate decision in the
light of recent develop-
ments,” hetold TOL

The main test as well as
the advanced test question
papers would be framed by
the IITs, so there was no
question of compromising
the unigque identity of the
premier engineering insti-
tutes, Sibalsaid,

“The Centre took the de-
cision on CET for IITs, ITITs
and NITs after deliberations
for two and half vyears,
which was half the term of
an elected government,” he
said. It was a consensus con-
cern among the academi-
cians during the wide-rang-
ing consultation process
that students aiming for the
engineering courses were
not too bothered about their
performance in class XII ex-
amination.
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‘We are not fixing the IIT system.
‘We are fixing an aberration that has
children sitting for 30 different exams’

In this Idea Exchange moderated by
Pranab Dhal Samanta of The Indian
Express, HRD and telecom minister
Kapil Sibal speaks about the reforms
in the education sector, the move
towards a single exam for entry into
engineering colleges and'the
investment sentiment in the country

23
| DEA
EXCHANGE

KAPIL SIBAL: Over the years, we

‘have taken substantive steps both in

theeducationand telecomsectors. In

education the school sector has seen
of an

to consideration but the final deci-
sionwould be thatof the council, not
of the senates. Iagain called a meet-
ing of the council and Isaid I'll call
the IIT council, the NIT council, the
TIT council. If there is one dissent, I
will not move forward. It was unani-
mous. Thisincludesall the directors
of IITs, chairmen of NITs. Then the
controversy cameupthatno, thesen-
ates willdecide.

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA: One
of thecriticismsisthatalotof the

form Inthehigher

weare trying to get the semester sys-
tem. That is the only way we can give
mobility to our children. Let me now
come to the IIT system. If two-and-a-
half years of consultation is not
enough, then I would like to know
howlongshouldweconsultbeforewe
brmg about reforms? to

in uralparts

of the country study in these

coachinginstitutesand giveashot
at these examinations. Because
they have multiple examinations,
they have multiple chances of get-
ting in somewhere or the other.
But with the new system, evel

thingwm b justthe

waspartof theedu-
cation policy of 1986. What are the
four issues we are concerned with?
One, that children should not be
madetosit for20 tosota;ts togetmto
any institution of higher

Itisnot going to bedependent on the
school examination. Schoolisanim-
Pportant exam. One country-one ex-
am is a lnng~term objective, it can't

The second pmnt is that girls are the
bestperfor,

thls proposal was put before all the

yet, no girl student finds herself in
the ITTs. Why? Because girls are not
senttoKota. Ourthird concernisthat
this has become urban-centric. I'll
give you studies done by an IIT pro-
fessormMumbal a2006study, which

tate ministers and they unani-
mously adopted it. Maharashtra,
Haryanaand Gujaratare already on
board for next year. It's for state in-
stitutions to decide—they can give
whatever weightage they want to
givetotheboard and the main. Each

KIRTIKA SUNEJA: But the bur-
den of class 12 boards and IITs re-
mam And coaching institutes say

inIIT,300are

fromthecoachingindustry. Themost *

importantof all, and this isalso part
of that study, is that children don’t
botherabout theirclass 12boards. Af-
terclass.10, they go to Kota or Hyder-
abad or wherever, and start prepar-
ing. And most of them don’t get into
IIT and they don’t do well in their
boards either so they can’t getan ap-

propriate course. They lose a lot of
self-esteem in the process. This is
damaging the youth of this country.
These were concerns which were
raised by the IIT council back in Feb-
ruary2010and we then set

- state can

they wanttodo
it. Brilliant students will al

ition will remain as in-
tense. Sowhat

RAVIKANOJIA

A g

Icannot speculate on whether coach-

whathe

p-down. 1f
Igiveachildavocational course, it is

ing schools will be inevitable. These, ~not a top-down approach, as every

are’ market forces atplay and Idenot -

childmaynotor cannotbecomeadoc-

in:Themostbrilliantrural children
willalways getin.

SWARAJTHAPA: Whatis the date
you are looking at for this single-
exam system tostart?

Attheendof June, eachstategovern-
ment has been requested to tell us
when they willjoin. Some may joinin
2014,somein2015. Wedon'tknow. But
over the next two to three years, we
willhaveoneexamandwewillhaveto
dealwithlakhsof studentsforthatex-

committees—an Acharya commit-
tee, a Ramaswamy committee. For
autonomy of IITs, we setup a Kakod-
kar committee. Then we involved the
Indian Statistical Institute because
there are different boards In the
country, how do we the

am. Wewillhave forit.

AMITABH SINHA: Thereseemsto
be a disproportionate amount of
time and effort being spent on fix-
inglITsand1IMs, whentherearea
lot of other things that require at-

scores of various boards? Dr T Ra-
maswamy and various other people
went in batches to IITs, di

tention in

‘We are not fixing anything in the II'T

" system. Weamﬁxmganaberratlonm

the

took place, all this was put up on the
website. Then ultimately, we came to
the conclusion that the best way for-
ward is to give weightage to schools
and we have a 40-30-30 formula: 40%
for school boards, 30% for the main
exam and 30% for the advanced ex-
am. The school boards will get an ad-
vantage because anybody getting
89% willbe equalised on a percentile

theyteach, whattheyteach, w}mtma.n
nertheyteach,howtheypasstheirstu-
dents,wehavenothingtodowithit. We
are only talking here of children sit-
tingfor30different exams. Itistimeto
fix an aberration so that children are
not forced to sit for multiple exams. It
‘happensnowhereinthe world.

AMITABH SINHA: One of the ob-
tecti thi irech

basisor o in
another board. The IIT senates and
faculty objected to this dect

give some weightage to the

they said there has not been enough
consultation.Icalledameetingat V-
gyan Bhawan this year and asked
them for their objections and they
said no wei, begivento

school i Why should
IIT examination be responsible
for strengthening your school ex-
amination? These are two differ-
entthings.
Lakhsof

the board exams; if atall, the board
exam should be a filtering process
and merit should only be given toan
ITexam.1 accepted that. So we said
okay to 50'“0‘ and 50%

itfor theITexam
hoping that they will get through.
What if Harvard were to say that
they do not bother about SAT re-
sults? We are also trying in the
process to the

formain exanf! *

COOMI KAPOOR: You say you
haveconsulted the IITs. Butyou've
only consulted the IIT council, not
thesenates.

Itold them at that meeting that we
will take your recommendations in-

system, which is where people will
risefrom. If people start concentrat-
ing on their school boards and im-
prove, it will work. Wearedoingalot
to strengthen the school system.
Maybe five years from now, children
will be allowed to take their text-
books inside the exam hall.

‘There will be competition for any
elite institution. There is nothing
wrongwiththat. Butif intheprocess,

knowhow

tor.It

This is because of demand and sup-
ply. Theyalwayssay thatthissectoris
cryingfor investment and we need to
bring more investment, The world is
ready to invest in education in India,
especially in vocational education
and skill development, because the
‘world needs a skilled workforce and
the world does not have human re-
sources, which is available in India.
But India is not willing to accept for-
eigninvestment.

ANANDITA SINGH MANKOTIA:
There is a draft cabinet proposal
on charging all telecom operators
price similar to the auction price

for the remaining period of their .
licence. What is the thinking be-. -

hind it and was the opinion of the
regulator soughtin the matter?
‘We sought the opinion of the regula-
tor in all issues. As you know, in the
telecom sector, the regulator’s opin-
ion isjust an opinion and ultimately
it’s the government that decides. So
‘whatever wedecide, we will takeitto
thecabinet.

ANANDITA SINGH MANKOTIA:
Doyouthinkthespectrumreserve
priceis too steep?
This is something that the cabinet
willdecide. Icannot commentor give
an opinion on that. Talking of re-
forms, the amount of work that has
been done in the telecom sector now
has never been done before. We are
now sending to the cabinet the manu-
facturing policy and the IT policy. We
havealready adopted the telecom pol-
icy whichgivesustheroadmapforthe
next 20 years. Our larger perspective
isthatthereisagreatopportunity be-
fore us. There is a lot of criticism in
the market and the internationalen-
vironment is not very positive. So we
‘want to give a signal to the world that
India should be a destination for in-
vestors tocome inand invest.

SHEKHAR GUPTA: So ideally,
you want all operators to stay on
inIndia?

Definitely. We want all operators to
stay: This is a great opportunity for
thegovernmentof Indiatosendasig-
nal to the international oommunlty

act. Butmyeffor

thatIndt -

tension among parents and children
‘by not having to sit for 30 exams, Will

T th
of the child, it's is a bottom-up ap-
proachbecauseahumanbeingwants

nationforinvestment. And that'swhy
we need a clear roadmap in the con-

wecan

itnot improve lit-  possibilit ything  textof thei v notthis oper-
thenit'sanaddedadvantage. tlebit? Will it not get girls intothe IIT  thatheor i g ive the atoror
. system? Will it b urban-  th ities, it’s a bottom-up
COOMI KAPOOR: If the competi-  centric? It won't, The objective is not h ingi PRANAB DHAL

tion remains the same, the coach-

‘The international
environment is not very
positive. So we want to
give a signal to the world
that India should be a
destination for investors
to come in and invest.
‘We want all (telecom)
operators to stay. This is
agreat opportunity for
the government of India
tosend asignal to the
international
community that India
should be a preferred
destination for
investment’

to reduce the competition. Competi-
tion is good for us, that will not be re-
duced. To some extent, the children
will have to work both to ensure that
their school board exams are good
and their TIT exam results are also
good. It’sagood thing.

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA: How

panding opportunities for children.
Thetwo-and. i

SAMANTA:
There has been the crmmsm that
the

isabottom-upapproach.

ANUBHUTIVISHNOL:T!

lookingtoinvestin lnd.lahas dete-
riorated. Would you, as akey min-

ister,

eas inhigher education which you
haven’t been able to fix are the
deemed university problem and
the selection and appointment of
" it

has been responsible and has
somewhat failed?

There are many other players in the
field who have destroyed the invest-

do you repeat the exam,
ing that it will factor fryour class
12marks?

‘We have said that you can take your
existing class ks and gofor the

or
academichbodies like UGC.

But thoseare procedural issues. The
deemed university issue is a court

ment in this country. The
important thing is not to look back
but to see that the way forward is en-
couraging for foreign investment to

matter:

comeinand

exam. And 11' you don’t succeed the
first year, you can take your existing
class 12 board marks and sit the next
year. If you want to improve the class
12 boards, you improve it next year. It
isuptothechild.

NAVEED IQBAL: IIT-Delhi has
said thereshouldbeatwo-yeargap
(before this is implemented), as
there is a batch of students who
have given their 12th and have
probablyignoredtheirboardsand
another batch who dropped a year
tostudyanotheryear for ITTs. Will
that be taken into consideration?
First of all, the child should not be
sayingthatlignored myboards. Butif
thechildthinksthathedid, wearegiv-
inghima chance in 2013 to sit for the
examagain.

ANUBHUTI VISHNOL Talking
about the cartoon controversy, do
youthink MPsshould decide what
should be there in textbooks?

MPs’ inputs are valuable, their senti-

now it" slorthecourtstotakelhose]u-
dictaldecisions:

ANUBHUTI VISHNOL Doyoustill
feellikeaman who wants to effect
a whole lot of reforms but is
beingstopped?

I have gone forward with a lot of re-
forms, nobody has stabbed me in the
backsofar,

ANISHA MATHUR: Is there any
proposal to introduce a singular
exam on the lines of SAT in medi-
cineor humanities?

Ultimately, the objective is that each
institutionshouldnotholditsownex-
am. If the private universities are
asked to join the system, which they
willhavetoeventually, then what will
‘happen is that there will bean all-In-
dia merit list in that discipline,

DKSINGH: Isittruethat that Mu-
layam Singh Yadav has written to
the finance ministry asking the
existing players should not be
made to pay the same spectrum
fee as discovered during the pro-
posed auctions?

Itis

DILIP BOBB: What is this Obama-
Singhknowledgeinitiativeabout?
Itisagreatinitiativeasitallows insti-
tutionstocollaboratewitheachother.
Itallowsjoint projects,jointresearch.
‘Wearealsogoing tosend abut 300 fac-
ulty peopletothe UStoget trainingin
their higher institutions. The atmos-
phereintheUSisthattheyaretelling
us, ‘when would you like us to come?”
and the atmosphere in India is, ‘we
‘will wait for some time'. This oppor-

whether it i medicine
or engineering. Then counselling
will take place and the child will get
the college he wants to choose, de-
pending on his merit. You can’t have

‘ment: but ultimately, it is

theacademiccommunitythatdecides.

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA:
Many of these reforms are being
implemented top-down.

Looking at the child and asking him

with multiplicity and de-
stroy careersof children.

NANDINI THILAK: Entry to insti-
tutions like Delhi University is dif-
ficult as cut-offs go up every year
despite the expansion of seats.

tunity willnot

DK SINGH: You hadarollercoast-
er ride with Mamata Banerjee.
Now when she is expected to move
outof the UPA, why are youso des-
perate tokeep her in the flock?
‘The Trinamool Congress is an ally,
andanallyisanally

Transcribed by Ruhi Bhasinand
Ananya Bhardwaj
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IIT ADMISSION
BODY OKAYS
CENTRE'S PLAN

Vanita Srivastava
» lottars@hindustantimes.com .

NEW DELH!: The Joint Admission
Board (JAB) of the IITs on
Saturday endorsed the formula
backed by the Centre to resolve
a standoff with the IIT faculty
over changes in the joint entrance
examination (JEE) norms.

HT reported on June 21 how
the HRD ministry informally
circulated the new plan among
the IITs earlier in the week to
break the deadlock. -

The JAB, responsible for work-
ing out the details of the JEE,
consists of TIT directors and JEE
chairmen who supported the
ministry’s plans from the start.
The revised plan is likely to be
approved by the IIT Couneil,
which meets on June 27,

Sources said the proposal —
after approval by the Council
— will once again be sent to the
different IIT Senates for final
ratification. The new proposal
will be enforced from 2013

“It appears our efforts are
seeing some results and we will
soon see an amicable solution,”
said a senior IIT-B professor.

In the new proposal, board
performance will be used as cut-
off only, as per the existing prac-
tice. But instead of looking at
60% cut-off, there will be a cut-
off based possibly on the top 20
percentile of each board.

+
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Panel mulls holding main and
advanced IIT tests on same day

Himanshl Dhawan [Tnn '

New Delhi: Among the changes

_discussed by the Joint Admis-

sion Board on Saturday to re-
solve the stand-off between IITSs
and the government over chang-
es in the entrance test format to
the top tech schools was holding
the Main and Advanced Tests on
separate days to address the ap-
prehension raised from some
quarters that it would lead to un-
due pressure to hold both exams

onthesameday

The IIT Council, the highest
decision-making body, will have
toapprove the decision,

Sources said that the council
would also deliberate on wh-
ether it has the powers to
take decisions regarding aca-
demicmatters.

The otherwise belligerent Al
India IIT faculty federation too
appeared to have sofiened its
tone expressing its desire to re-
ach an amicable solution.

IIT directors
mull solution

THE joint admission
board (JAB) of the Indian
Institute of Technology
{II'Ts) met in New Delhi
on Saturday to devise a
compromise formula in
the wake of two key insti-
tutes — II'T-Delhi and ITT-
Kanpur — breaking ranks
with the government on
the cne-country, one-test
decision.

Sources said IIT direc-
tors debated if HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal’s decision
to held a common joint
entrance exam for all cen-
trally funded technology
institutes from 2013 could
be adopted with some
alterations.

The board has been con-
ducting the IIT entrance
test for 50 years.

A compromise formula
suggested by the HRD
ministry was discussead at
the emergency meeting. It
involves taking the top 20-
30 students hased on per-
centile ranking of respec-
tive boards for preparing

the merit list. This crite-
rion, which ean replace
the proposed format of
giving welghtage to board
results, was deliberated as
an alternative and
received an unanimous
favourable response,

The percentile criterion
along with the perform-
ance in the JEE-Main
could likely be used for
selecting around 50,000
students; students’ scores
in the advanced test con-
ducted by IITs will be
taken into account to pre-
pare the merit list for
admission to the TITs.

Some of the IIT directors
were reportedly not Keen
to discuss the proposed
test at the JAB and
insisted that the jssue be
deliberated only at the
special ITIT council meet,

The IITs will now debate
this compromise formula
during the IIT council
meeting called by the
HRED minister on June 27.

Mail Today/New Delhi
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Admissions

board favours

percentile

cut-offfor lIT

feBureau

New Delhi, June 23: In what
could be described as amiddle
path to ease the tension be-
tween the government and the
Indian Institutes of Technolo-
~ gy the TITomt admission -
board (JAB) seems to have de-
cided to suggest a formula

based onpercentiles.

The JAB has suggested that
theexisting60% eligibility cut-
off for IIT admissions be re-
placed by the top percentile
holders of respective school
boards. This percentile will be
decidedlater. The JABhad ear-

- lier informally communicated
to the government that the top
20 percentile holders in Class
XTI boards would be eligible to
take the JEE Advanced forad- -

missiontoIITs.

“Let there be some formal
report after the council meet-
ingandthen wewillknow" IIT
Bombay director Devang
Khakhar said after Saturday’s

meeting.

The percentile criterion,
alongwith performance in the
JEE-Main, the first-round test
of a proposed single entrance
exam, willbeusedforselecting
around 50,000 students. Their
score in the JEE-Advanced,
the second-round, will be con-
sideredtodrawupthenational
rank list which will be used for

actualadmissiontotheIlTs.

.Deccan Herald Nd
24-6-2012 P-8

IITheads
discuss plan
ahead of
meeting

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Ahead of
acrucial [IT council’s meeting
next week, directors of the
premier technical institutions
met here on Saturday to dis-
cuss ways to end the impasse
over the proposed joint en-
trance examination in 2013.
The meeting was held un-
der.the aegis of Joint Admis-
sion Beard of the IITs, which
has been entrusted with the
responsibility of finalising the
“nature and modalities™ of the

JEE-Advance test to be con- |

ducted for admissions to IITs
along with JEE-Main under
the proposed joint entrance
examination from next year.

Although no official state-
ment was made about the de-
liberations, sources said
screening the top 20 per-
centile holders of respective
school boards and their per-
formance in JEE-Main for tak-
ing JEE-Advance was suggest-
ed instead of giving equal
weightage to class XII and
JEE-Main scores. Following
the senates of IIT-Kanpur and
IIT-Delhi passing resolutions
to hold their own entrance
tests from 2013, the Human
Resource Development Min-
istry has convened an emer-
gency meeting of the council
of Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology on June 27 to end the
impasse.The ITT council, head-
ed by the Union HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal, is the highest de-
cision-making body of the pre-
mier technical institutions
among others. It comprises di-
rectors of all the ITTs, heads of
educational bodies like UGC
and AICTEThe All India IIT
faculty federation, which is op-
posing the government’s one
nation, ‘ene examinatior pro-
posal, hasappreciated the gov-
ernment’s move to convene
the council’s meeting,

"We appreciate that the
Minister has called IIT Council
meeting on 27 June, 2012 to
address the concerns of IIT
community. Through this
process of discussion and en-
gagement, we are confident
that an amicable solution will

emerge that would be accept-

able to all, without compro-
mising on the ITTs autonomy,"
the federation said in: a state-
ment here,

Business Standard ND

24-Jun-12 P-1

Only top 20%
Class XIl board
students can
take liT exam

BS REPORTER
Mumbal, 23 June

In a compromise formula to
end the stalemate over
admissions to the Indian
Institutes of Technology,
directors of the IITs have
accepted a propoesal to allow
only the top 20 per cent stu-
dents in the Class XII board
examinations to appear in
the entrance examination.
Officials said Human
Resource  Development
Minister Kapil Sibal had
asked ITT-Delhi Director RK
Shevgaonkar to present the

proposal before the other IIT”
directors at a meeting on -

Sanurday and seek their opin-

jon. The new proposal means.

only the top 20 per cent stu-
dents from each board would
be considered for the test.
The other 8Q per cent would
not be eligible. The IIT direc-
tors who attended the meet-
ing could not be reached
despite several attempts.

Experts, however, said the
new proposal was not free of
fault. “The new proposal is
as complex logisticatly as the
old one, Further, it is anti-
poor, asto get into the top 20
per cent, students would
need to have a good support
system. Further, under no
circumstances would thisbe
allowed tobe executed before
2014, said Somnath Bharti,
president, IIT Delhi Alumini
Association,
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IIT meet inconclusive

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A crucial meeting on
Saturday of the Joint
Admission Board of the
IITs, comprising the direc-
tors of all the 18 IITs,
remained inconclusive on
the issue of a single

entrance exam. The meet- -

mg assumes significance
as Union human
resources development
minister Kapil Sibal has
convened a meeting of the
IIT Council next week.
Sources said a compro-
mise formula whereby at
least the top 30 students
would be selected on the
basis of their percentile
ranking in their respec-

tive boards was discussed
by the Joint Admission
Board.

A consensus, sources
added, could be evolved on
giving more weightage to
board exam marks than
what has been proposed
by the HRD ministry in
the form of a common
exam, The compromise
formula, too, was pro-
posed by the HR ministry
only to end the impasse.

“Our information is that
though today’s meeting
was inconclusive but sey-
eral options were dis-
cussed, and we are hope-
ful that the issue will be
resolved in the days to
cop&e,” a ministry official
said,

Business Line ND 24-Jun-12

P-3 .
IIT directors discuss
compromise formula

Press Trust of India

ing IIT directors,

The percentile formula
and performance in the
main entrance exam will
be used to select around
50,000 students and, in
turn, their score in the
advanced test conducted
by the IITs will be taken
into account to prepare
the final merit list for
admission to IITs.

Officials claimed the IIT
senate will discuss the
options once the IIT
Council meets next week.
Some of the directors feel
that instead of the JAB
discussing this con-
tentious issue, it should
be left to the IIT Council to
take a decision in consul-
tation with the HRD min-
istrv.

48 an

New Delhi, June 23

Ahead of next week’s meeting
called by the Government on
the single entrance exam row,
1IT directors on Saturday dis-
cussed a compromise formula
which include a proposal to
take top 20-30 students based
onpercentile ranking of respec-
tive boards for preparing the
merit list.

Indications are that the per-
centile criterion, replacing the
proposed format of giving

* weightage to board results, was
deliberated at the Joint Admis-
sion Board meeting, compris-

alternative, possibly drawing
near unanimity.

The proposal is believed to
have been mooted by the HRD
Ministry and floated among the
directors to end the impasse.

The percentile criterion
along with performance in the
JEE-Main will e used for se- |
lecting around 50,000 students
and their score it the advanced
test conducted by IITs will be
taken into account to prepare
the merit list for admission to
IITs. IIT senates are expected
to deliberate om this after its ap-
proval at the II'T council meet.

Page 5 of 15
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No weightage for marks: IIT Admission Board

Marks only to screen students, says Board; IITs may agree to new format in 2013

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI 1 JUNE 23

WEIGHTAGE will not be
given to Class XII school
board scores in admission to
IITs. School marks will only
serve as a cut-off to ‘screen’
students for eligibility to ap-
pear for a separate IIT test,
the Joint Admission Board
(JAB) of ITTs is learnt to have
resolved today.

It is proposed that only
students in the top 20 per-
centile category of each
school board will be eligible
to appear for a seperate IIT

test or JEE Advanced which
will be entirely designed by
IITs alone and scheduled ona
separate date from the JEE
main or the first part of the
common entrance test.

With the JAB resolution
largely incorporating most of
the demands raised by IIT
senates, it is expected that
IITs will agree to introduce
the new format in 2013 in-
stead of 2014—something
the Kapil Sibal-led HRD min-
istry is very keen on.

The senates of IIT-Delhi
and IT-Kanpur have already
decided to boycott the com-

mon entrance exam, The
JAB resolution will now be
put before the IIT Council
which is meeting on June 27
to deliberate on the impasse
between the ministry and
the IIT Senates.

The Council-—chaired by
Sibal—will also seek the
views of the senates on the
new JAB proposal. It is said
that while the 20 percentile
formula is largely acceptable
to most 1IT Senates, some
tweaking may be effected.

Ameeting of JAB and the
IIT Council have been ur-
gently called by the ministry

in an attempt to break the
deadlock with IIT senates,

Minister Sibal, who chairs
the IIT Council, had an-
nounced a new exam format
for admission with two com-
ponents—JEE Main (for
screening) and JEE Ad-
vanced ( for the final IIT
merit list) with 50 per cent
weight to Class XII scores at
the screening stage.

I
-

“IDEA XCHANGE

WITH KAPIL SIBAL
- PAGET10
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Series of meetings to help untie IIT test knot

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

he fate of over six lakh IIT

aspirants hangs in balance
ahead of several crucial meetings
by various stakeholders, including
the HRD Ministry, in the follow-
ing week. Directors of about 12
IITs, in an urgent meet called on
Saturday, pondered over several
issues, including the call by sen-
ates and inclusion of class XII
weightage in the IIT merit list,

A final call is likely to be taken
when the Council of IITs and
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal meet on
Wednesday.

1T directors and a few repre-
senting chairmen of JEE met
under the aegis of the Joint
Admissions Board (JAB) in the
presence of HRD Ministry repre-
sentatives. A middle approach
was discussed, which included a
proposal to take the top 20-30 stu-
dents based on percentile ranking
of respective boards for preparin
the merit list. This new proposa
by the HRD Ministry comes fol-
lowing the controversy over inclu-

COUNTDOWN TO DECISION "

One nation-one test stakeholders’'

June 23 IiT Directors

June 25  UGC, deemed to be universities,
HRD Min on adopting CET

June 27 Cruciat HRD-Council of HTs

June 28~ COBSE

, June 27-28 T Kharagpur Senate”

June 29 PM to take a call, call Sibal*
June 30 States/UTs to respond on CET
July 5 IT Mumbai Senate

{“tentat

sion of class XII board marks for
the merit list in JEE Main.

The percentile criterion, along
with performance in JEE-Main,
will be used for filtering or screen-
ing. These candidates will be eli-
gible to take the JEE advanced test
conducted by JAB-IIT. The merit
list for admission to IITs will be
based on scores of JEE advanced.

The series of meetings that
started on Saturday is expected to
break the impasse between the
Government and IITs over imple-

scheduled meetings:

ive)

mentation of the single entrance
test from the next academic ses-
sion. Sources said the Prime
Minister and HRD Minister
could also possibly meet in the
next few days.

A couple of directors Fro osed
to discuss the matter only during
the special IIT Council meet.

Sources said the JAB dis-
cussed modalities of implement-
ing the Government’s May 28
decision, even if it comes in a
changed format; how to revoke

resolutions already adopted by
senates of Kanpur and Delhi and
an anticipated similar announce-
ment by IIT Bombay and -
Kharagpur.

In order to break the logjam,
while the Council of Boards of
Secondary Education (COBSE)
meets on June 28 to discuss sci-
ence and maths as subjects -
keeping in mind the JEE
advanced — June 30 is the last
date for States/UTs to respond on
their participation in the new
framework.

On the other hand, the UGC
has called all deemed to be uni-
versities on Monday to discuss and
adopt the one nation-one test.

“We appreciate the fact that
the Ministry has called an IIT
Council meeting to address the
concerns of the IIT community.
‘Through this process of discussion
and engagement, we are confident
that an amicable solution will
emerge that would be acceptable
to all, without compromising on
the IITs' autonomy,” said AK
Mittal, secretary of All India IIT
Faculty Federation,

15
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IIT directors discuss
compromise formula

TrRiBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MNew DeLH, June 23

The stand-off between the
government and the Indian
Institute of Technologies
(IITs) over the common
engineering entrance exam-
ination could head for a res-
olution with the Joint
Admission Board (JAB) that
met here today discussing
some compromise formula
as a way forward.

Ahead of the special meet-
ing of the IIT Council called
on June 27 by the Human
Resource Development Min-
istry, ITT Directors and Chair-
men of Joint Entrance Exam-
ination (JEE) met here under
the aegis of JAB.

They suggested that instead
of giving 50 per cent weigh-
" tage to school-leaving marks
and 50 per cent marks at JEE
for students at both the Main
and Advanced engineering
examination, top students on
20 percentile basis emerging
out of varicus secondary edu-
cation boards in the country
and marks obtained a1 Main
. examination should deter-
mine eligibility for the
Advance examination.

While the Main examina-
tion could be conducted by
the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education as envis-
aged in the Combined
Entrance Test, the ITTs would
hold the Advance examina-

tion for the purpose of student

intake into their institutions,
the suggestion added. -

In order to address to objec-
tion to another proposal by the

THE PROPOSALS

1 The Main examination could
be conducted by the CBSE
as envisaged in the
Combined Entrance Test

B The IITs will hold the

Advance examination for the

purpose of student intake
into their institutions-

I Instead of having the Main and Advance tests on the same

day, the Advance examination could be held later

1 It can be either in a subjective or objective test format to be

determined by the IITs

govermnment under its “One
Nation, One Exam” scheme
of having the Main and
Advance tests on the same
day to reduce stress on the stu-
dents, today’s meeting felt
that the Advance examination
could be held later under
either a subjective or objective
test format to be determi
by the IITs, thereby retaining
academic autonomy.
Sources in the ITTs told The
Tribune that considering the

autonomy of the institutions,’

it should be left to the ITTs to
determine the format since
they saw little merit in con-
ducting both the Main and
Advance test under the mul-
tiple-choice question format,
the government proposed.
Depending on the out-

come of the June 27 meet-,

ing, in which either some or
all of these suggestions will
be accepted by the council,
the decision will need rati-
fication by different ITT sen-
ates, a process that I1ITs said
was not adopted by the gov-
ernment before announcing

the combineg entrance test
last month.

The IITs have also been
demanding that the entire
exercise be delayed by one
year instead of implementing
it next year.

Yesterday, the HRD Min-
istry decided to call a meet-
ing of the council after sen-
ates of IIT Delhi and Kanpur
rejected the IIT Council’s
May 28 decision to hold a
common engineering
entrance examination in

2013 providing weightage in

admissions for school -leav-
ing marks and scores in JEE
Main and Advance,

Since the announcement
last month, IITs have been
protesting the manner in
which the government has
gone ahead and saw in it an
erosion of autonomy of these
front-ranking engineering
institutes of the country. Agi-
tated IIT representatives also
met Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh who assured that
academic autonomy of IIT
would be protected.
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IIT directors discuss
compromise formula

NEW DELHI: Ahead of next
week’s meeting called by the
government on the single en-
trance exam row, !IT direc-
tors on Saturday discussed a
compromise formula, which
includes a proposal to take
the top 20-30 students based
on percentile ranking of the
respective boards, for prepar-
ing the merit list,

Indications are that the
percentile criteria, replacing
the proposed format of giving
weightage to board results,
were deliberated at the Joint
Admission Board (JAB)
meeting, comprising 11T di-
rectors, as an alternative, pos-
sibly drawing a
near-unanimity,

The proposal is believed to
have been mooted by the
HRD Ministry and circulated
among the directors to end
the impasse,

The percentile criteria,
along with performance in
the JEE-Main, will be used

for selecting around 50,000
students, and their score at
the advanced test conducted
by IITs will be taken into ac-
count to prepare the merit
list for admission to IITs.

IIT senates are expected to
deliberate on this, after its ap-
proval at the IIT council
meet.

JAB has been conducting
the IIT entrance test for 50
years. The meeting also eval-
uated the conduct of IIT-JEE
2012.

Insiders also suggested

that some directors were

averse to discussing the pro-
posed test at the JAB, and in-
sisted that the issue be
deliberated only at the special
IIT council meet.

The IIT council, the high-
est 'decision-making body
headed by HRD Minister Ka-
pil Sibal, includes Directors of
all the 16 IITs, and heads of
educational bodies like UGC
and AICTE. - PT]
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China successfully
launched its first
woman into space
last week. India, too,
can have a shot at
galactic glory if it
pulls offits Mars
mission on time.
Sunday Times tracks
the trajectory of the
proposed project and
the bottlenecks in
its journey to the
red planet

Atul Sethi | T

xactly 42 days from now, on Au-

gust 6, a visitor will descend on

one of earth’s closest planetary

neighboursusing a complexsky

crane system that will ensure 1t

ands gently on the red planet's
surface within minutes of tearing through
its atmosphere at 13,600 miles per hour.
The ‘visitor’, NASA's latest Marsexplora-
tion rover. a robot called Curiosity that
weighsalittlemore than a hatchback on
the road, will probe the Martian surface
for signs of habitability.

1t will be a touch-down that will be
closely watched, especially by space scien-
tists from China and India. Before it
launched its first woman into space last
week, China had attempted tosend a satel-
lite to Mars, which failed to clear the
=sarth’s orbit, and was declared lost.

It's a soenario Indian space scientists
would be hoping they don’t have to face.
For: if things go as per plan, Indian Space

eagertoflya

“ mission to study the

Martian atmosphere in much
greater detail, but India
might beat it to the punch

leffrey Marlow | cAuFORNIA INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

NASA has been

‘Rae Barelito get UP

Mars'Society Desert Research Station
in Hanksville, Utah, Thie environment
inthe Utah desert isas close as it gets
- tothe landscape of Mars

ONE WAY TICKET TO RED EARTH

I t has been the fantasy of science fiction writers for years -and it might

ONE STEP AY & TINE'A rosearcher at the *~

just come true in the not so distant future. Human settlements on Mars

are being considered as a serious possibility by space scientists, who
believe the red planet offers a better potential for sustaining habitats than
the moon, because of the presence of vast reserves of frozen water and a
thin atmosphere, which mimics conditions found in certain areas of earth.
Manned missions to Mars have been in the pipeline since the 1950s but have
been difficult to execute because of the long travelling time (almost nine
months) and the complex logistics involved in landing and returning. In
order to counter this, Mars advocates have been moating the ‘Mars to Stay'
plan which proposes that astronauts sent to Mars for the first time should
stay there indefinitely, both to reduce mission cost and to ensure permanent
settlement of the planet. Perhaps the most vocal proponent of this proposal
is astronaut Buzz Aldrin, the second man to set foot on the moon in 1959,
who has justified the plan, saying, “The trp to Mars warrants more than a
brief sejourn. So those who are on board should think of themselves as
pioneers. Like the pilgrims who came Lo the New World or the families who
headed to the Wild West, they should not plan on coming back home."

Research Organisation (ISRO) would be
launching its first mission to Mars tenta-
tively by next year. This year’s budget has
already allocated Rs 125 crore for project,
which would be an orbiting satellite some-
what similar to China’s failed attempt.
ISRO scientists have begun deliberating
on the scientific payloads for the orbiter
that would goaround inan elliptical orbit
around Mars, collecting data on the plan-
et’s atmosphere. However. they are cagey

about divulging too many details, saying
thatCabinet approval for the project hasn't
come through yet.

J N Goswami, director of ISRO’s Phys-
ical Research Laboratory, who had spear-
headed the agency’s moon mission, Chan-
drayaan-, and is also involved in the Mars
project, says in an email response, “Al-
though no mission team has been an-
nounced till now:. we are encouraging ef-
forts to see if’ laboratory models of some

Mail Today ND,24.06.2012, P-12

of the proposed experiments can be made
so that as and when we get the opportu-
nity for the Mars mission, we donot start
from seratch.”

ISRO’s interest in Mars might not be
surprising. After the success of Chan-
drayaan-1, the agency has gained confi-
dence in assembling and operating a com-
plicated space mission. The move to Mars
could become the next step in its technol-
ogy-building capability. Also, if it man-

Nl et ] s Y '

ages to get mission-ready by November
2013 —whenthe planet’s orbital dynamics
make it a good time to launch — it might
just have a heads-up on China. “India is
lagging behind China inthe manned space
programme departmentand although hu-
man spaceflight is still a line item on IS-
RO’s budget, India seems to be distinguish-
ing itself from its superpower neighbour
by pursuing more scientifically oriented
robotic missions,” says Jeffrey Marlow of
the California Institute of Technology:

While going to Mars might be a super
confidence-booster; many are not sure
whether India’s attempt would add much
to the scientific knowledge already ac-
quired by previous missions, especially
that of NASA and the Russian Space Agen-
cy which have been sending probes to the
redplanet since the 1960s, “My impression
is that this is purely a technical mission
with some science payloads thrown in for
added value. It cannot add much science
to the already existing body of knowledge
done by existing missions such as NASA's
Mars Observer.” says Jayant Murthy of
the Indian Institute of Astrophysics.

However: the indigenous Mars orbiter
might justbe capable of throwing upsome
surprises, notunlike Chandrayaan-1which
found water molecules on the lunar sur-
face. The trump card for ISRO could be the
Methane Sensor, which is reportedly one
of the instruments being considered to be
put onboard. In 2009, NASA scientist
Michael Mumma had spotted substantial
plumes of methanein the Martian atmos-
phere. According to Marlow, Mumma’s
results are worth a second, closer look.
“NASA is eager to fly a mission to study
the Martian atmosphere in more detail,
but India might beat it to the punch.”

But in order to do so, ISRO must meet
the November 2013 launch window target.
Otherwise, the next dates — when the
planet’s orbital dynamics are suitable —
are in 2016 and 2018, by when other coun-
tries like Russia and the European Space
Agency would have put their probes in
orbit. Also, a mission to Mars involves
substantial technical bottlenecks which
Indian scientists would need to overcome.

Inorder to put itsorbiter in place, ISRO
is plarming to use its old warhorse — the
tried and tested PSLV (Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle), which it had success-
fully deployed during its moon mission.
However, accondingto Amitabha Ghosh, a
scientist working with NASA's Mars Ex-
ploration Rover Mission, Mars will be a
different ball-game and ISRO will have to
keep in mind a number of factors to pre-
pare its vehicle for the nine-month long
Jjourney. “The spacecraft would need a
greaterdegree of built-inautomat ion com-
pared to a spacecraft headed to the moon,
thereby posing a greater engineeringchal-
lenge,” he says.

Despite the bottlenecks, though, excite-
ment is mounting at the prospectof India’s
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s first university for women

By Piyush Srivastava
In Lucknow

UTTAR Pradesh (UP) will have its

first women'’s university in Rae

Bareli, the constituency of UPA
- chairperson Sonia Gandhi.

The Union human resource
development ministry has written
to the state government, asking it
to provide land for the purpose.

Ashok Thakur, secretary in the
ministry’s higher education
department, stated in his letter to
Javed Usmani, chief secretary of
UP that the university was being
opened in Rae Bareli because the
country’s first woman Prime Min-
ister, Indira Gandhi, used to repre-
sent the seat in Parliament.

While 500 acres of land free of

BAIL COACH FACTORY: Land
provided by previous
government. The factory is
yet to produce a coach

NIFT: Situated In ITI campus;
11 acres has been leased from
1Tl and construction ison

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE OF
PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY:
Located in a rented building

cost is required, the Centre will
spend all the money needed to set
up and run the university, whicl

will have central status. -

ECTS & PROBLEMS IN THE DISTRIC

of Feroze Gandhi Polytech-
nic. The state is yet to pro-
vide over 95 acres of land

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PHARMA-
CEUTICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH:
Running from a rented .
bullding In IT. About 50
acres of land Is needed

HINDUSTAN PAPER MILL: Cenire’s
demand for land is pending -

Women’s universities exist in
some parts of India, including in
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Delhi and Rajasthan. But there

are none in UP so far, even
though the state has the highest
numbetr of women.

According to plan, the pro-
posed university in UP will focus
on research and higher studies.

The UP government received
Thakur’s letter last Monday, but
areply is yet to be sent.

A month has lapsed and the
state is also yet to initiate the
process to procure land for the
proposed All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Rae Bareli.
The idea was mooted by the
Centre two years ago.

While Mayawati’s government
hadn't shown interest in the
plan, Akhilesh Yadav’s new gov-
ernment had told the Centre in
the third week of May that land
would be made available soon.

“The state government will
inform the Union health min-
istry as soon, as land is acquired
for this purpose in Rae Bareli.
But UP alse needs three more
AIIMS in eastern UF, Bundelk-
hand and Rohilkhand... SGPGI
in Lucknow (provides) high
quality medical facilities, Now
we are going to set up AIIMS in
Rae Bareli... But eastern UE
Bundelkhand and Rohilkhand
are deprived of specijalised
health facilities. It would be
uncomfortable for the people of
these areas to visit Rae Bareli
or Lucknow for treatment,” the
CM had stated in his reply to
Union health minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad,
piyush.srivastava

~@mailtoday.in

Page 15 of 15



